CHAPTER  FIVE

The Enemy Strikes

1794-5

" We are in a war of a peculiar nature. It is not with an
ordinary community. , . . We are at war with a system
which by its essence is inimical to all other governments ;
and which makes peace or war as peace and war may best
contribute to their subversion. It is with an armed doctrine
that we are at war,'*                                            Bur fa.

" I learnt what one ought not to do and that is always
something/'                                                  Wellington.

THAT winter the fever of mass murder, atheism and reckless spend-
ing in Paris seemed to be approaching its climax. At Christmas the
obscene and diseased journalist, Hebert, presided over the Feast
of Reason in Notre Dame, where a whore was elevated at the high
altar amid Rabelaisian rites. In the prisons thousands of innocent
men and women, flung there by some Party sadist's whim, fed out
of troughs on oftal or were driven in droves chained like cattle
through the streets,1 To decent English minds it seemed unthinkable
that men could survive who broke every law of God and man,
who robbed and murdered and blasphemed, who denied justice,
pity and humanity itself in their ruthless search for power, " From
the nature of the mind of man and the necessary progress of human
affairs/' Pitt declared iu Parliament, '* it is impossible that such a
system can be of long duration/' ** Surely/' cried the high-minded
Windham, " Heaven will presently put a whip into every honest
hand to lash these villains naked through the world/'2

The need to destroy the menace quickly before it could spread
further was plain. " We are called in the present age/' Pitt told the

1 Seq the remarkable account of the sufferings of General O'Hara after his
capture at Toulon described in Farington, I, 111-12.

2 Windham Papers, I, 162,
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